
Appendix B:  Mercury Reduction Options (organized by type of cost)

Action Ite m
Ch ange  
R e q uire d

Le ve l of 
Gove rnm e nt Com m e nts

Th e se  actions w ill incre ase  th e  cost of m e rcury as an input
D o not s e ll stock pile  m e rcury Modify National Stock pile  sale s  su spe nde d th rough  FY 19 9 6 pe nding final D O D  de cis ion
Ban e xports Ne w National No re strictions  curre ntly e xist for e xporting m e rcury
Tax m e rcury use Ne w  National A tax w ould h ave  to be  h igh  e nough  to com pe nsate  for th e
Tax virgin m e rcury Ne w National ge ne rally sm all q uantitie s  of m e rcury use d by any s ingle  facility
Ph as e  out inte ntional use Ne w National or State Existing re strictions  h ave  accounte d for som e  of th e  de cline  in m e rcury use
Ban "frivolous us e s" (low  value  and non-e s s e ntial use s) Ne w National or State Th is  w ould re q uire  an age ncy to de fine  "e s s e ntial use s"
D e ve lop s ignificant ne w  use r re gulations unde r TSCA Ne w   National Efforts  are  unde rw ay to e xplore  th is  option
D e ve lop use -by-us e  control plan Ne w National or State

Th e se  actions w ill incre ase  th e  cost of polluting be h avior associated w ith  m e rcury
D e ve lop policie s  for m ining practice s Ne w   (Inte rnational) No dom e stic m e rcury m ining; policie s  could addre s s  m e rcury

re cove re d from  gold m ining
Cre ate  pos itive  ince ntive s  to re cove r/dispos e  incide ntal H g Ne w  National or State R e cycling facilitie s  m ust be  conve nie nt to us e  and acce s s
Establis h  m e rcury e m is s ion lim its  for pow e r plants Ne w  National or State EPA Cle an Air Act Utility Study is  e valuating th is  option
Establis h  m e rcury controls  on m e dical and m unicipal incine ratorsNe w National or State Structure  controls  so th at source  re duction is  a ch e ape r alte rnative
Encourage  source  re duction and use  re duction Modify National or State Expe ns ive  control te ch nology or disposal re strictions  could 

cause  consum e rs  and disposal facilitie s  to avoid m e rcury ite m s
Push  conve rs ions  from  coal to gas Ne w National May ne e d studie s  on m e rcury conte nt and e nv'l im pact of alte rnative  fue ls
Prom ote  re cycling of lam ps Modify National, State RCRA rule  ch ange s  are  pe nding re garding lam p re cycling and disposal
Im ple m e nt ch ange s  to s e w age  tre atm e nt auth ority Modify National, State , LocalIde ntify source s  of m e rcury; de ve lop re duction program s;

de m onstration proje cts  could h igh ligh t diffe re nt approach e s
D e ve lop national m e rcury m anage m e nt plans  Ne w National
Cre ate  re pos itory for m e rcury (re tire  from  use ) Ne w National Inve stigate  options; le arn from  w ork  in Sw e de n
R e vis e  RCRA options  for disposal of m e rcury Modify National Evaluate  ne e d to re vis e  RCRA rule s  re : incine rating m e rcury w aste s

Th is  table  organize s  th e  action ite m s  ide ntifie d in Appe ndix 
A by th e  type (s) of costs  involve d in e ach  action ite m :
   Incre as e d INPUT cost
   Incre as e d cost of using/re le as ing m e rcury 
          (PO LLUTING BEH AVIO R)
   Incre as e d cost of PUBLIC CO NCERN, or
   D e cre as e d cost of ENVIRO NMENTAL ALTERNATIVES

K
E
Y

Ch ange  re q uired  = th e  type  of ch ange  ne e de d to th e  e xisting fram e w ork  for m e rcury
  Ne w  = ne e d ne w  re gulation or program ,  Expand  = e xpand an e xisting program  to oth e r 
state s  or to oth e r industrie s
  Modify  = m odify an e xisting program  so th at it focuse s  spe cifically on m e rcury, or re sults  in 
additional m e rcury re ductions
Le ve l of gove rnm e nt = indicate s  w h e th e r or not th e  program /re gulation re q uire s  a national 
e ffort or could occur at a state  le ve l
Com m e nts = obs e rvations  on action ite m s  th at w ill e ncourage  m e rcury re ductions
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Appendix B:  Mercury Reduction Options (organized by type of cost)

Action Ite m
Ch ange  
R e q uire d

Le ve l of 
Gove rnm e nt Com m e nts

Source  s e parate  prior to disposal Ne w National, State , LocalNe e d ade q uate , conve nie ntly locate d facilitie s  to acce pt
m e rcury-containing ite m s

Low e r TRI th re s h old Modify A low e r th re s h old w ould re q uire  m ore  facilitie s  to re port, and broade n
aw are ne s s  of re le as e s  am ong industry and com m unitie s

D e ve lop use -by-us e  control plan Ne w

Th e se  costs w ill incre ase  th e  cost of public conce rn associated w ith  using or re le asing m e rcury 
Establis h  and is sue  uniform  fis h  consum ption advisorie s Modify  National, State Gre at Lak e s  state s  h ave  de ve lope d com m on propos e d m e th odology

(unde r re vie w )
Prom ote  voluntary program s Expand National, State
Establis h  a m e rcury bulle tin board to s h are  inform ation Expand National, State
Educate  consum e rs  about m e rcury ris k s Expand National, State Consum e rs  th at unde rstand m e rcury proble m s  and w h at ite m s
Educate  consum e rs  about m e rcury containing products Expand National, State contain m e rcury can s e e k  alte rnative s  and h e lp spur industry
Incre as e  aw are ne s s  of h ous e h old h azardous  w aste Expand National, State cre ativity to m e e t de m and for m e rcury-fre e  ite m s
D e ve lop inte rnational aw are ne s s  th rough  O ECD , IJC Ne w  National
Re q uire  labe ling for m e rcury-containing products Expand National, State Labe ling w ould allow  consum e rs  to m ak e  inform e d purch as ing and 

disposal de cis ions
R e cognize  industry for voluntary re ductions Expand National, State Public re cognition program  w ould e le vate  im portance  of m e rcury 

re duction e fforts
Expand/broade n TRI Modify National Efforts  are  unde rw ay to m odify TRI to include  additional industrie s
Establis h  re w ards for re cove ry/e lim ination of m e rcury products Ne w  National, State
Establis h  de pos it/re fund syste m  for m e rcury ite m s ne w National, State H e lps  pre ve nt im prope r disposal and sh ift de m and to H g-fre e  ite m s

Th e se  actions w ill low e r th e  cost of adopting e nvironm e ntally pre fe rred  alte rnative s
Encourage  purch as e  of non-m e rcury instrum e nts Ne w  National or State D e ve lop a program  th at ide ntifie s  alte rnative s; w ork  w ith  trade  as sociations
Targe t sm all busine s s e s  for e ducation cam paigns , te ch  as st Modify  National or State Modify e xisting te ch nical as s istance  program s  to focus on m e rcury
Ide ntify alte rnative s  to th e  public (e .g., th e rm om e te rs) Expand National or State Build on e fforts de ve lope d in Mich igan and Minne sota
Prom ote  cre ativity of industry Ne w   National or State R e cognize  com panie s  w ith  innovative  m e rcury re duction program s
D e ve lop product ste w ardsh ip Expand National or State W ork  w ith  industry to de ve lop spe cial program s
Provide  e conom ic ince ntive s  for re s e arch  and de ve lopm e nt Ne w   National or State W ork  w ith  industry to de ve lop spe cial program s
Im ple m e nt a m e rcury alte rnative s de m onstration proje ct Ne w  National or State
Establis h  targe ts  and de adline s  to drive  te ch nical innovation Ne w   National or State Could re sult in m ore  rapid de ve lopm e nt of alte rnative  te ch nology
Establis h  financial and oth e r re w ards Ne w   National or State
Expe dite  FD A proce s s ing of m e rcury-fre e  m e dical te ch nologie s Modify National Mak e  it e as ie r and m ore  attractive  to de ve lop th is  te ch nology
Provide  te ch nical as s istance Modify  National or State Targe t m e rcury use rs
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Appendix B:  Mercury Reduction Options (organized by type of cost)

Action Ite m
Ch ange  
R e q uire d

Le ve l of 
Gove rnm e nt Com m e nts

Prom ote  m e rcury-fre e  te ch nologie s  (e .g., lam p conte st) Ne w   National or State R e w ard com panie s  th at offe r th e s e  ite m s
Provide  re s e arch  dollars , e sp. to sm all use rs Modify National or State Targe t spe cifically to m e rcury re ductions
D e ve lop be tte r control te ch nologie s Ne w  National or State  R e s e arch  or de m onstration proje cts  could spe e d de ve lopm e nt
Prom ote  m e rcury re s e arch  on substitute s , toxicity Ne w  National D e ve lop spe cial program s  to conce ntrate  on H g-fre e  alte rnative s
R e w ard ch lor-alk ali plants  for ch anging te ch nology Ne w  National or State O ffe r distinct cost savings  (e .g., tax ince ntive s)
D e ve lop de s ign conte sts  w /due  date s  for m e rcury-fre e Ne w  National or State W ork  w ith  industry; targe t use s  w h e re  lack  of e xisting alte rnative  im pe de s  

furth e r re ductions
Encourage  e ne rgy cons e rvation and non-coal e ne rgy Ne w National or State R e w ard utilitie s  th at im ple m e nt e ne rgy cons e rvation program s
Cre ate  de m and for re cycling Ne w National or State Provide  ince ntive s   to e ncourage  re cycling
Prom ote  post-consum e r re cycling (e .g., industry tak e -back ) Expand National or State D e ve lop coope rative  program s  w ith  industry
Provide  tax cre dits  as  ince ntive  to ch ange  te ch nology Modify National Must be  targe te d spe cifically to m e rcury re duction
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